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 October Church Calendar  
 
Communion Sunday, October 2 
Worship with Communion, 10 a.m. 
Rev. Susan Johnson preaching 
 
Second Hour: Stained Glass Tour 
 
Tuesday, October 4 
Bible Study at the Pickens’ home, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, October 7 
Taizé worship and dinner, 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner by reservation at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, October 8 
Stitching Arts, 1:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, October 9 
Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
Rev. Zach Mills preaching 
 
Second Hour: Author David Ansell on his 
book County: Life, Death and Politics in 
Chicago's Public Hospital.  
Copies of the book will be available during 
coffee hour for $25.00.  

 
 

 

From the Senior Minister 
Rev. Susan Johnson 

 

 
Weighing In on How We Move Forward: 
The Annual Program Meeting on October 23rd 
 
It is hard to say what the most important time in our church life might be.  
Liturgically, Protestants put greater weight on the Word preached (the 
sermon) than on Communion (which in some Protestant churches is 
observed weekly, but in most monthly, and in some but four times a year), 
though many evangelical Christians esteem conversion and baptism higher 
than any of these.  Important – even essential – as all these are, I would find 
it impossible to claim that any one is more “sacramental” than praying with 
someone who is dying, feeding someone who is hungry, visiting with 
someone who is desperate and alone.  Besides, our perspective about what 
is most essential to the Christian life is undoubtedly also influenced by the 
circumstance in which we find ourselves. Famed Swiss preacher and 
theologian, Karl Barth, argued for the primacy of the Word until a stroke 
rendered him unable to preach, at which point – from his new vantage 
point in the pew – he decided that the sermon was not supremely important 
after all. 
 
All year the Church Board and its Steering Committee, with the pastors, 
guide the life of the church in all of its dimensions.  And once a year we sit 
together as a congregation– in the best years, without any urgent decision 
looming over us – and oversee our church program.  When we as a Church 
oversee our life as a spiritual community, our task is less about one most 
important activity than it is about seeking balance among our activities. .  
Do we take time for study, for thanksgiving and for prayer?  Are we deeply 
aware of and responsive to those who suffer?  Are we cultivating the gifts 
within our church for the sake of our world?  In meeting today’s needs, are 
we also thinking about the future? 
 
In each of these, it is our desire to be faithful Christians, but the time and 
resources we spend here at Hyde Park Union Church are to be treasured 
and spent thoughtfully and with care.   
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Together we celebrate the work 
of God’s Spirit among us through 
Christian fellowship and service 
throughout our community, 
practicing a welcoming spirit, 
honoring each person, and 
challenging one another to seek 
God’s purpose in the world – with 
the promise of joy, renewal, and 
spiritual growth. 
 
(Mission Statement,  
adopted 1996) 
 



(From the Senior Minister, continued from p. 1) 
 
I would never say that the most important time in our 
church life is an annual meeting – and yet without 
our congregational meetings we are rarely all 
together to hear one another and truly think together 
about the direction we are taking and the ways we 
might go. 
 
This year, on October 23rd, we will enjoy a meal 
together, and a conversation that looks at our most 
public witness over the last few years – our monthly 
Taize service and our vigil on the East Lawn.  I have 
so appreciated the patience with which our 
congregation has moved out onto the lawn waiting 
for how this ministry would mature.  Now is a 
moment to begin to imagine its next phase. 
 
We also hope to have a quick glimpse of a new 
design for our website. 
 
We do not gather as the Church for the sake of 
meeting, and yet there are times when we discern 
best how to move forward only when we take the 
time to listen deeply to one another, to speak our 
minds and our hearts, and to ask for the Spirit’s 
leading.  If only all meetings could be like that. 
 
 
An Exploration of the Early Church 

By Zach Mills 
 
There’s an old saying that a person can’t know 
where they’re going until they understand where 
they’ve been.  Fundamentally, this saying is about 
understanding one’s roots.  This year, members of 
the Bible Study of Hyde Park Union are on a journey 
to understand their roots by exploring the emergence 
and development of the Christian church. 
 
Currently, we are reading the New Testament book 
of Acts.  We have been wading through deep water, 
learning about the complex circumstances 
surrounding the activities of the early church.  In our 
reading, we have encountered heroines and villains.  
We have taken note of repeated motifs of faithfulness 
and persecution, bondage and liberation, and death 
and resurrection.  We have critiqued Luke’s motives 
for writing his letter.  And we have been astonished 
by the holy boldness, and relentless faithfulness of 
our ancestors in the faith.  The substance of our 
conversations each week has been so meaningful 
that I, the teacher, have often been moved to take 
notes!  

 
The early church constantly encountered moments 
of conflict, instability, disagreement and uncertainty.  
Yet the reason the Christian church has matured 
from a fledgling movement to a vibrant institution is 
because our spiritual ancestors had a unique vision 
to see God at work among them in spite of their 
differences.  They possessed an inspiring boldness 
that the 21st century church would do well to 
embrace.   
 
After we finish reading Acts, we will begin reading 
the letters of Apostle Paul in the order he composed 
them.  Our agenda as a Bible Study is at least four-
fold.  First, we hope our reading equips us with 
greater familiarity with the overall narrative of the 
New Testament, along with its key themes, 
questions, and challenges.  Second, we hope our 
conversations deepen and expand our 
understandings about the faith we profess.  Third, we 
hope our fellowship will help cultivate in us a 
spirituality that is mature enough to hold things in 

Congregational News 
 

Welcome 
We rejoice with the Lesniewski family at 
the birth of Evangeline Muriel on 
Monday, September 26, weighing 8 lbs.7 
oz., and 21.25” long.  Sarah and 
Evangeline are doing very well, as are 
father Jack, and big sisters Hannah and 
Sasha, and big brother Isaac. 
 

Joel Harter’s Dissertation  
The book examines Coleridge’s 
understanding of the symbol in relation 
to traditional allegory, modern 
philosophy and hermeneutics, and 
postmodern literary theory. The 
resulting philosophy of faith reconciles 
reason and revelation and establishes the 
critical power of creative imagination for 
philosophy and theology. 
 
Joel Harter.  Coleridge's Philosophy of Faith: 
 Symbol, Allegory, and Hermeneutics. 
 Tübingen:  Mohr Siebeck, 2011. 
 



tension, a spirituality that is secure with unanswered 
questions, and unresolved differences.  And finally, 
we hope that in our time together that we learn the 
value of playfulness even in the midst of difficult 
conversations. 
 
Already in our conversations we have disagreed with 
each other, and sometimes even left Bible Study 
without finding resolution about certain issues.  Yet, 
with the relentless tenacity of our spiritual ancestors, 
we keep showing up week after week.  This devotion 
to our fellowship is indeed the legacy members of 
the early church have bequeathed to us, a legacy 
members of our Bible Study have passionately 
embraced.  As a group, we have discovered that in 
our meeting together we are following in our 
ancestors’ footsteps, pressing forward on the path to 
spiritual development in spite of the obstacles. 
 
So, as we read Acts we find ourselves have been 
given a unique opportunity.  We have the 
opportunity to model the faith of our spiritual 
ancestors, more critically examining our own lives to 
discover the strengths and growing edges we each 
bring to our fellowship.  We have the opportunity to 
acquire the courage to face conflict, the steadfastness 
to endure, and the vision to see God miraculously at 
work in both our differences and similarities.  We 
have indeed been wading through deep theological 
waters in Bible Study.  Yet, by God’s grace, there has 
not been, nor will there be, any loss of life.   
 
The grace of God be with you all.   
 
Zach 
 
 
In Memoriam:  September 2008–August 
2011 

Joel Harter 
 
As many of you have noticed, we now have a new 
banner on our east lawn, commemorating children 
and youth killed by violence in Chicago in the last 
three school years, and announcing our memorial 
events in November in five different churches across 
the city.  We also launched a new website: 
<www.urbandolorosa.org>.   
 
There are 263 names on our new banner. Sadly, 
there is no definitive list of children killed. Many die 
unnoticed.  One daughter remains unidentified. As 
we prepared the banner, we discovered 10 children 

from previous months and years that had been 
overlooked. We continue to correct spelling mistakes 
and to update the list as best we can.  It is a sobering 
task that calls attention not only to the personal 
tragedies represented but also to the systemic 
inequalities that persist in our city.   
 
Many of the trends are well known, and yet not well 
attended to, certainly not acted upon.  The vast 
majority are male between the ages of 15 and 18.  
Only 14% are female.  97% are African-American or 
Latino, and 84% are gun-related incidents. Almost 
all are from the poorest neighborhoods in our city.   
 
The banner cannot record the full impact of this 
violence on families and neighborhoods in our city. 
We know from conversations with the trauma 
department at Stroger Cook County Hospital that for 

Visit Urban Dolorosa on the Web! 
www.urbandolorosa.org 

 

 



every child killed by gunshot or stabbing, fifteen 
survive with serious injuries and emotional trauma. 
That’s over 3000 additional children who survive 
violent incidents – not to mention the grief and fear 
of countless witnesses, friends, and family members. 
 
Our banner, though, also includes abuse victims, 
neglected babies, and casualties of domestic 
violence. This accounts for all of the 22 victims age 
two and younger, and in this group, 50% are female. 
Sadly, one infant death was the result of severe post-
partum depression.  As we campaign for gun control 
laws and seek safer streets, we must not forget 
domestic violence, which often goes unreported 
until it is too late. 
 
There are five children on our banner who were shot 
by police.  With this, we make no judgments, except 
to acknowledge that these youth are also victims of 
violence.  All the children on our banner are sons 
and daughters – even if some were also perpetrators.   
 
“Hurt people hurt people.” Countless children in our 
city are traumatized by violence. Entire communities 
struggle for survival amidst devastating poverty and 
crippling fear. Yet there are also heroic moments of 
resiliency and hope. Through our memorial events – 
Urban Dolorosa: The Sorrowing City – we call upon 
our city to acknowledge this crisis, to honor these 
children and families, and to support the courageous 
yet under-funded efforts for peace.  We are all part of 
the problem and part of the solution, and we must 
work together to end this violence. 
 
 

 
Making 9/11 ribbons 

In Defense of Seasons 
By Wesley Sun 
 
Our years are arranged in cycles of seasons of many 
kinds. Growing up in sunny Florida, it was never 
obvious to me when the seasons were changing. I 
never really saw the leaves change color to 
announce the autumn, nor did I ever see snow 
falling in winter. To me, I knew a new season was 
coming when Halloween or Christmas decorations 
started appearing at the mall. Likewise, my church 
growing up didn’t always follow the liturgical 
seasons. We observed Christmas and Easter, of 
course, but there wasn’t much time spent on the 
seasons of Advent or Lent. 
 

 
 
Since coming to Chicago, all of this has changed. 
The liturgical seasons at Hyde Park Union Church 
are as distinct as the shifting weather, and our faith 
community lives by a faithful calendar of events that 
incorporate not only the ecclesial calendar, but 
many others as well. Our programming takes into 
consideration the academic calendar, featuring guest 
preachers during the summer break, and resumes at 
the end with our all church picnic. We’ve also 
folded in Mother’s Day into our seasonal calendar, 
spending time to bring comfort to the moms of 
Jackson Park Hospital, just as we so recently took the 
time to observe September 11, and create 9/11 
ribbons for JPH staff. And there are many more, both 
theological and secular, that shape our annual 
lives—birthdays and anniversaries, homecomings, 
holidays, and reunions. 
 
I have friends (many who are clergy) who really 
disdain holidays and seasonal events. “Valentine’s 
Day is a Hallmark Holiday designed to sell cards and 
candy,” they sneer. “You should tell the folks you  




